206      SCRIPTURE DOCTRINE OF CREATION".

that the supposed inference is faulty in its
Christian part, which is sound and true, and
not in that conjectural addition which resem-
bles the doctrine of evolution; and lastly,
that the sceptic philosopher has a larger expe-
rience to build on than the Christian believer,
in the same ratio as man's life exceeds that of
the insect ephemeron. All these seven bases
of the objection are equally untrue, but it will
be enough to consider the first and sixth alone.
Now if analogy from the possible reasonings
of ephemera are to be our guide, we are bound
to compare three varieties of insect philosophy.
One ephemeron shall be a prosaic Atheist, the
second a poetic Evolutionist, the third a simple
and sober Theist. The first observes no change
in men or women in his brief lifetime, and
never reasons upward that there must be somo
great First Cause. So he adopts the simplest
and dullest form of Atheism, that each man and
woman he sees is uncreated and eternal, and
has existed just as he sees them through mil-
lions and billions of ephemeral lifetimes, back-
ward without end. The poetic Evolutionist
rejects equally afiy First Cause and any begin-
ning, but is more aspiring in his conjectures
about events long before he was born. Ho
simplifies the complex phenomena that meefc